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Authorized by the registered agent for the Liberal Party of Canada.

Canadians are ready for strong 
leadership. Only Mark Carney and the 
Liberal team have a real plan that will:

Deliver a middle-class tax cut.
Create new jobs.
Build the fastest growing economy in the G7.
Stand strong against Donald Trump.

It’s time to build together.
Because we are strong –
Canada strong.”
– MARK CARNEY
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INVESTMENT
S HOR T & LONG TER M -  S TR A TEGY FOR  S MA LL

A ND BIG INVES TMENT -  POR TFOLIO
MA NA GEMENT
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@ E R L Y N B A R R A E Z

I N T E L L I G E N C EI N V E ST M E N T
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INSURANCE
LIFE INS UR A NCE -  DIS A BILITY  & CR ITICA L

ILLNES S  -  COR POR A TE GR OUP INS UR A NCE 

INTELLIGENCE
FINA NCIA L EDUCA TION -  BECOME A  FINA NCIA L

A DVIS OR  WITH US .  BECOMING DEBT FR EE.

E RL Y N  BA RRA E Z & J A C Q U E L I N E  G A R C I A  

403-837-4023
info@officialplumbingheating.ca

official-plumbing-heating.ca

Plumbing Services
Furnace Install & Repair

Drain Cleaning
Boiler Install & Repair

Electrical
$50

Service Call Fee

  W W W. M Y C A L G A RY. C O M / M A G A Z I N E S  |  B R I D G E L A N D  •  R I V E R S I D E     3



Bridges contains editorial content and information provided by Bridgeland-Riverside Community 
Association and is distributed free to community residents and businesses 12 times per year. Circulation 
is approximately 5,615.

Disclaimer: Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association is not affiliated with any advertiser or third 
party whose content or information appears in Bridges. Opinions expressed in Bridges are those of the 
author or advertiser only and may not reflect those of the BRCA or the publisher of Bridges.

917 Centre Avenue NE

Calgary, AB. T2E 06C

www.brcacalgary.org

Inquiries:  403-263-5755

Email: info@brcacalgary.org

BRCA Hall Rentals

Phone:  403-263-5755

Newsletter Submissions:

newsletter@brcacalgary.org

DIRECTORS
President and Chair Alex MacWilliam

President@brcacalgary.org
Vice Chair Vacant

ViceChair@brcacalgary.org
Treasurer Jackie Fimrite

Treasurer@brcacalgary.org
Secretary Linda Poetz

Secretary@brcacalgary.org
Membership Sarah MacDonald

Membership@brcacalgary.org
Development Anthony Imbrogno

Planning@brcacalgary.org
Transportation Kimberley Nelson

Transportation@brcacalgary.org
Communications Eileen Dooley

Communications@
brcacalgary.org

Heritage Deb Lee
Heritage@brcacalgary.org

Beautification Susan Mulholland
Beautification@brcacalgary.org

Safety Vacant
Safety@brcacalgary.org

Programs Sarah MacDonald
Programs@brcacalgary.org

Events Vacant
Events@brcacalgary.org

Director at Large Blain Cellars
Director at Large Alissa Fahrner
Newsletter Ana Hoepfner

newsletter@brcacalgary.org

MEMBERSHIP FORM
New and returning members, please apply online at brcacalgary.org/
membership or use this form and mail or drop off along with cheque 
made out to:	 Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association 
		  917 Centre Ave NE
		  Calgary AB T2E 0C6

Membership type: (please check one)

Individual ___

Family ___

Senior ___

Member information: (please print clearly, attach additional family 
member names)

Last name: ________________________________________________

First name: ________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

Postal code: _______________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

Phone number: _ ___________________________________________

Or, please feel free to communicate with us about community events at events@BRCAcalgary.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
You will see in this issue of Bridges that the BRCA is 
celebrating a milestone this year. The Bridgeland-
Riverside Community Association was formally created 
under a predecessor of the Alberta Societies Act on 
August 12, 1950, making us 75 years old this summer. 
I believe we were the second community association in 
Calgary to take this formal step. Our resident historian 
and BRCA Heritage Director Deb Lee notes in her article 
that a community association in some form has actually 
existed in our neighbourhood for over 100 years. Perhaps 
our slogan will have to be “Bridgeland-Riverside – we 
might be 117, but we only look 75”. We are planning a 
number of events to mark the BRCA’s Diamond Jubilee, 
so be on the lookout for announcements of upcoming 
opportunities to join in the celebrations.

In late February, we hosted a Community Climate 
Conversation at the Hall. This event was organized 
by the Calgary Climate Hub, a volunteer non-profit 
organization that unites a diverse group of Calgarians 
committed to working together to support meaningful 
local action on climate change. Attendees heard from 
a number of organizations active in the climate space, 
including the City of Calgary Climate and Environment 
office, Forests for Calgary and the Bow Valley Green 
Energy Cooperative. Breakout sessions discussed 
nature-based climate solutions such as community 
micro-forests, the City’s Climate Plan and options for 
clean energy transition. If you are interested in this 
area further information can be found on the Calgary 
Climate Hub website at calgaryclimatehub.ca.

My report on the recent Calgary Policing Summit is in 
this issue. This conference was put on by the Calgary 
Police Commission. Meetings of the Commission are 

open to the public and you can attend online. See 
calgarypolicecommission.ca for further details as to how 
to attend. While at the Summit, I had an opportunity 
to speak with our CPS Community Resource Officer 
about the Community Engagement Link CPS runs 
from the BRCA Hall on Wednesdays. We had asked 
CPS to consider extending the Link’s hours into the 
evening to allow people to stop by outside their work 
hours. CPS has agreed to do so on specific Wednesdays 
starting soon and further details will be provided once 
the schedule has been worked out. In the meantime, 
I encourage you to visit the CPS officers at the Link 
during the day if you are able to do so. They are very 
approachable and are happy to hear your concerns and 
answer your questions.

Alex MacWilliam

give books

shop books

bigbooksale.ca

• Wills & Estates
• Probate
• Real Estate/Conveyancing
• Litigation

• Copyright Law
• Patents
• Trademarks
• Corporate Law
kari@stemp.com tasha@stemp.com

403-777-1122  (Toll Free 1-800-665-4447)

www.stemp.com  |  bill@stemp.com
#1670, 734 - 7 Ave SW, Calgary, AB  T2P 3P8

Reach out to us if you are a 
senior in need of dog care 
support, to volunteer with 
us, or for more information 
at calgaryldr@elderdog.ca.

HELP KEEP LOVE IN 
THE HOME

Help us provide assistance 
to people and dogs in need.

Learn more:
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Health Care Progress at  
“The General” - Part Two
by Deb Lee, Heritage Committee and Calgary General 
Hospital Commemoration project

In our last article (February 25) we highlighted health 
care changes over the very early years of the Calgary 
General Hospital (CGH). After the 1950s opening of the 
560-bed Calgary General Hospital #4, significant societal 
changes propelled new ways of doing things in health 
care and “The General” led with many innovations.

In this era, chronic diseases and accidents were the 
primary reasons to go to a hospital. People were living 
longer. The average lifespan grew from 60 years for men 
and 62 for women in 1931 to 66 years for men and 70.8 
for women in 1951. Technology advanced and new 
disciplines emerged such as physiotherapists, respiratory 
therapists, and laboratory and X-ray technicians.

With the 1958 introduction of the Alberta Hospitalization 
Plan, the province took over the funding of hospitals, 
relieving the city from the burden of paying for hospital 
costs at “The General”. They maintained ownership 
and board leadership but now only had to pay for 
operational cost overruns. More funds became available 
to make necessary improvements.

Standards for hospital care were raised with the 
introduction of the Canadian Council on Hospital 
Accreditation (CCHA) in 1958. Participation was 
voluntary, but it was beneficial for hospitals to request 
regular review by CCHA and upgrade their services to 
meet with CCHA standards accordingly. “The General” 
got on board, with continual improvement to its 
services and programs.

One recommendation of CCHA was the inclusion of 
chaplains. “The General” was the first hospital in Alberta 
to do so, in 1960. In addition to religious ministrations, 
chaplains with the Pastoral Care department provided 
a range of caring services to patients as well as to 
staff. Reverend Chapman, one of CGH’s first chaplains, 
also volunteered to lead the General Hospital Choir 
of 100 staff members who sang for patients and staff  
at Christmas.

As the incidence of chronic lung conditions increased, 
“The General”, under the leadership of Dr. M. Ishii, 
started the Inhalation Therapy service in 1964. 
Beginning with one therapist and three respirators, 

it was the first and became the most advanced such 
department in Southern Alberta. This innovative 
service drew significant interest from hospitals across 
Canada. Recognizing the growing need for Respiratory 
Therapists, “The General” began its in-house teaching 
program that transitioned to the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology (SAIT) in 1970.

Chronic diseases and accidents are the primary causes 
for the amputation of limbs. Focused rehabilitation and 
the use of artificial limbs, called prostheses, became the 
treatment of choice. CGH opened the first prosthetic 
service in a general hospital in Canada in 1967 and 
soon added an orthotic component to the department. 
Over the years, their products, along with rehabilitation, 
helped hundreds of patients regain function and return 
to productive lives.

Another significant change in local health care was the 
beginnings of the University of Calgary Medical School 
in 1967. Initially addressing the shortage of family 
physicians, the school soon attracted many new medical 
specialists who pursued advances in their fields. 

In another first for CGH, under the leadership of 
orthopaedic surgeon Dr. Norm Schachar, the first tissue 
bank for human joints was established. This enabled a 
viable joint transplant program where arthritic joints 
could be replaced, or limbs could be preserved in the 
case of bone cancers.

A commitment to continuing medical education got a 
boost in 1967 with a donation from the Mackid family, 
in memory of early CGH physicians, Doctors G. H. and 
L. S. Mackid. This fund provided for the annual Mackid 
Lecture and Seminar, where medical experts shared the 
latest research and practices on relevant topics, thus 
raising the expertise of all Calgary doctors.

Indeed, there was lots of progress in the 1950s and ’60s 
and this carried on in future years. Stay tuned to learn 
about more innovations at “The General”.
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Calgary Policing Summit 2025
by Alex MacWilliam

In March I attended the Calgary Policing Summit, 
a full day conference hosted by the Calgary Police 
Commission. It was an opportunity for community 
representatives and various stakeholders to listen and 
provide insights and perspectives on the plans and 
priorities of the Calgary Police Service (CPS). The theme 
of this year’s Summit was “Safe Public Spaces” and the 
program included:

•	A presentation on how CPS and the City of Calgary 
are working together to address crime and disorder in 
public spaces.

•	A panel discussion on how the police and the 
community can work together to improve safety in 
public spaces.

•	A panel discussion on how the community as a whole 
can better help people in crisis to reduce and prevent 
crime and disorder.

•	A Q&A session with Chief Constable Mark Neufeld.
•	Booths hosted by various CPS teams and other 

agencies such as Alpha House and the Distress Centre 
involved in improving community safety.

There were 360 invited representatives in attendance, 
and I was seated at a table with representatives of a 
number of other communities such as Parkdale and 
University Heights. It was interesting to hear different 
perspectives and experiences from community 
association leaders in other parts of the City.

The presentations and panel discussions were very 
informative, with CPS representatives from the 
Joint Management Team and Community Response 
Engagement Teams providing statistics and insight 
into the approaches they are taking, in conjunction 
with other agencies, to deal with disorder and criminal 
activity. The JMT was set up in 2023, meets weekly and 
includes representation from 30 entities. A data analyst 
from CPS provided statistics showing that property 
crime and violent crime levels in the City are decreasing, 
as is the level of disorder. It was noted that these 
numbers are based on what is reported, emphasizing 
the need for citizens to call in incidents when they see 
them. It was also noted that Downtown is the only 
district in the city where crime and disorder levels are 
not decreasing.

A program to deal with “High System Users” was 
launched in 2024 and has 50 CPS officers assigned to do. 
Statistics showed that 37 individuals were responsible 
for almost 2,000 incidents reported to police. The 
HSU program now covers 50 persons identified by 
their frequency of involvement in bylaw violations 
and criminal events and by information provided by 
members of the public (again showing the importance 
of reporting). The HSU program works with Alberta 
Health Services, City of Calgary Bylaws, Calgary Transit, 
and various mental health agencies.

The panel discussion addressing “The Future of Safe 
Public Spaces” included a representative from the 
Crown Prosecutor’s office and the head of the new 
Calgary Community Court. The latter entity started 
in mid-2024 and is an innovative approach to divert 
vulnerable individuals charged with bylaw offences 
from the criminal justice system and connect them 
with rehabilitation and stabilization programs as an 
alternative to fines or other punitive sanctions. This 
panel also included Alberta Minister of Mental Health 
and Addiction, Dan Williams, who spoke about the 
province’s new Alberta Recovery Model, which is 
intended to address individuals who are a danger to 
themselves or others due to addiction or substance use.

This various panel members identified the biggest 
factors impacting the safety of public spaces over the 
next five years as:

•	Increased homelessness.
•	Focusing on healing in indigenous populations.
•	“Unplugging” the blockage preventing adequate 

federal government funding from getting to where it 
is most needed.

•	Dangerous drug supply (one of the panellists said we 
need to “envision a world where it is easier to get help 
than it is to get high”).

The City released its Community Safety and Wellbeing 
Plan last May. It is a plan for implementing 28 
recommendations made by the Downtown Safety 
Leadership Table. The representative of the City who 
spoke on the Plan said its focus will be on the wellbeing 
of people, creating “great public spaces” and providing 
timely responses to safety concerns. In response to a 
question from the floor, we were told that community 
associations will be consulted and given opportunities 
to provide input to the Plan. More information is 
available on the City’s Community Safety webpage.
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Celebrating 75 Years of Heritage 
(And Many More to Come)
by Deb Lee, Heritage Committee

This year marks 75 years since Bridgeland-Riverside 
became a formal Community Association in the City 
of Calgary. Seventy-five years is quite a milestone, but 
we’ve also come to learn that Bridgeland and Riverside 
started an association 117 years ago. According to The 
City of Calgary’s website, “the first group to operate like 
today’s community association was the Bridgeland-
Riverside Athletic Association (BRAA)”. Established in 
1908, “The BRAA started as informal ‘get-togethers’ to 
organize community recreational activities, such as 
hockey and soccer.” These activities enabled the new 
residents from many different countries to get to know 
one another.

Our two hyphenated communities were completely 
separate at that time. Riverside (emanating north of 
the Bow River and the historic Reconciliation Bridge, 
formerly known as Langevin Bridge, on the west side) 
was established as a village in 1902 and then annexed 
to the city in 1910. Bridgeland, further to the east and 
built on the lower escarpment, was established in 1907.

Learning more about this remarkable community 
collaboration has been challenging, but stories in old 
Calgary newspapers (via the newspapers.com website) 
shed some light. In early 1924, there’s a column about 
a meeting to elect officers to the Bridgeland Riverside 
“community club”. In May of that year, the club liaised 
with the Riverside Baseball Club to support their team. 
Money was also set aside for the horticultural group 
to offer a prize for the best flower garden in the two 
communities, and a dance was planned. The Association 
decided to speak with the city commissioner to advocate 
for the grading of 8 Street, from the General Hospital to 
the Boulevard (the precursor of Memorial Drive).

News about the BRAA in 1925 focused on the opening 
of a community centre on 4 Street and plans for whist 
drives and dances. Launching of separate committees 
for sports, social, and horticultural endeavours was 

reported in 1926 as well, and the beginnings of a 
conversation about taking over space in the former 
Firehall #4, after the fire services had been moved to 
the nearby General Hospital. It was rare in these articles 
for the names of the many involved residents to be 
mentioned. As so often happens when delving into 
stories from the past, we’re left with lots more questions 
to be researched.

What’s clear from these newspaper articles is that the 
role taken by our early community association, the 
BRAA, has carried on to the present day. The purpose 
is to bring people together for the betterment of the 
community and to voice community concerns. We 
do this now through our BRCA committees, such as 
Beautification, Events, Planning, Programs, Safety, and 
Transportation. We are able to pursue our goals and 
activities because regular people –like you– volunteer 
your time to plan, organize, get things done—and to 
have some fun along the way. Just as they did in 1908, 
it’s the efforts of volunteers that make it all happen!

We are planning to celebrate our 75 years as a formalized 
Community Association. Watch for more details and 
sign up to help make it a reality.
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ORAL

CARE

Your Spring 
Reset Starts 
Here.
Want to freshen things 
up? We’ve got you. 
Cleanings, whitening, 
Botox, and Invisalign at 
Swish.

swishoralcare.ca              @swishoralcare

Scan m
e  Scan me 

 S
ca

n 
me



The key to great 
care? It all starts 
with our people. 
Book an appointment with 
our dream team at Swish 
Bridgeland or University 
District.

Experience  
the Extras at  

No Extra Cost

At Swish, great care comes easy.
Swish is a locally-owned dental clinic where oral care meets self-care. 
Since opening our doors in 2022, we’ve earned over 500 5-Star Reviews 
for our people-first, hospitality-inspired approach to dentistry. Our 
mission? To make every dental appointment feel less like a chore, and 
more like your favourite self-care routine.

Say goodbye to dental anxiety and switch to Swish. Join us here in 
Bridgeland or at our brand-new University District location, now open!

Good Vibes + 
Shame-Free 
Treatment

Fast and 
Convenient 
Direct Billing



Fresh 5 vs the 
Essentials
New to Swish? We’ve 
got 2 starter packs to get 
your oral care in perfect 
shape and ready to go.

The Essentials
The Essentials is our comprehensive care package, designed to help 
you find that perfect balance between self care and health care. 
Your appointment includes a dental exam (performed by a dentist), 
cleaning (aka scaling), X-rays (to prevent serious issues before they 
start), teeth whitening, and a 3D Wellness Scan (to keep an eye out for 
things like oral cancer).

The Fresh 5
The Fresh 5 is a flat-rate version of our essential services, featuring 

cavity-detecting X-rays and two units of scaling. We know there are 
many barriers to accessing oral care but your finances shouldn’t be one 

of them. The Fresh 5 includes five must-have treatments and is great for 
anyone who has lapsed in visits to the dentist and is in need of a bit of 

catching up.

Both options are designed to keep your smile healthy and bright. Do you 
have more questions about which package might be the right fit for you?  

Get in touch.



Find us in the General Block:
Above Phil & Sebastian, UNA, and 
Village Ice Cream

Swish Oral Care 
#230, 69 7A Street NE 
Calgary, AB  T2E 4E4
825-540-7183

swishoralcare.ca

bridgeland@swishoralcare.ca

@swishoralcare

Brush up on all things ORAL

CARE

Find us online:

FACEBOOK-SQUARE INSTAGRAM Tiktok

Say ahhh...
Swish specializes in all things dental for all ages, from essentials 
to emergencies.

The Essentials
A comprehensive dental 
exam, cleaning, 3D 
wellness scan, x-rays, 
complimentary oral 
cancer screening, and 
free whitening.

Fresh 5
Fresh 5 is a flat rate option 
with five must-have 
treatments.

Dental Work
Cavities, wisdom teeth, 
root canals, crowns, 
implants, and more. 
Thorough, yet gentle on 
tough stuff.

Emergencies
Broken or chipped tooth? 
Extreme toothaches?  
Say no more – we’re on it.

Cosmetic Dentistry
Form meets function. 
Botox, whitening,  
veneers, and more. 

Invisalign
Complimentary scans 
and detailed consults 
from the leader in 
straighter smiles. 



Beacon Original Art 
Beacon Original Art returns to the BRCA Hall on April 26 
and 27 for its Annual Spring Art Show and Sale. Meet 
over 40 local artists and shop for paintings, jewellery, 
glass, photography, ceramics, sculptures, and textiles. 
Different artists in attendance each day from 10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm with free admission, draws, and no GST. See 
you there Bridgelanders!

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed within any published 
article, report, or submission reflect those of the author and 
should not be considered to reflect those of Great News 
Media or the Community and/or Residents’ Association. 
The information contained in this newsletter is believed to 
be accurate but is not warranted to be so. 

Great News Media and the Community and/or Residents’ 
Association do not endorse any person or persons 
advertising in this newsletter. Publication of any 
advertisements should not be considered an endorsement 
of any goods or services.

Jane's 
Walk
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SOCIAL 
DISORDER WHO TO CONTACT
SOCIAL ISSUES SUCH AS HOMELESSNESS, ADDICTION, ENCAMPMENTS, ROUGH SLEEPING, OR MENTAL 
HEALTH ARE NOT TYPICALLY A CRIMINAL MATTER. TO BEST SUPPORT COMMUNITY MEMBERS IN CRISIS OR 
FOR HELP DURING NON-EMERGENCY SITUATIONS THAT REQUIRE ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE, PLEASE NOTE THE 
FOLLOWING COMMUNITY RESOURCES:

*PLEASE BEGIN BY REPORTING ALL CONCERNS TO 311*

311 CALGARY

311 allows you to access City 
services and information 24/7. 
The information reported 
to 311 helps the City record 
keep and direct their response 
where needed. Call 311, visit 
calgary.ca/311 or download 
the 311 app.

ALPHA HOUSE

Alpha House offers a range of 
outreach programs aimed at 
engaging clients into services 
and helping reduce the impact 
of addiction and homelessness 
on the broader community 
and public systems.

TRANSIT SAFETY

Calgary Transit partners with 
Peace Officers, the Calgary 
Police Service, and the Alpha 
House DOAP Team to respond 
to situations as they arise. On-
call support is available 24 
hours a day, seven days per 
week.

211 ALBERTA

211 provides access to a 
network of community, social, 
health, and government 
services. You can call, text, or 
chat online - ab.211.ca and be 
connected to a broad suite of 
social resources and supports.

MENTAL HEALTH + 

ADDICTION
211 Alberta (24/7)

If you or someone you know 
is seeking help for addiction 

or mental health, contact 211 
for available local resources.

TRANSIT SAFETY
Transit Safety (24/7)

Text 74100 or call 403-262-1000
(option 1)

Alpha House 
Transit Team
T: 403-827-7106

NEEDLE DEBRIS
Alpha House Needle 

Response Team
Call/Text 403-796-5334
*After hour requests will be 
answered the following day.

Urgent after-hours needle 
debris collection: call 311

ENCAMPMENTS
Alpha House 

Encampment Team
T: 403-805-7388

*Please be sure to report all 
encampment concerns to 311

HOMELESSNESS +
ROUGH SLEEPING

Alpha House 
HELP Team

*Formerly the DOAP Team
T: 403-998-7388

We specialize in maximizing the sale 
value of businesses by attracting 
multiple offers from targeted, 
qualified buyers.

Services
• Preparation and Planning
• Valuation Analysis
• Marketing Strategy Development
• Preparation of Marketing Materials
• Target Buyer Identification and Outreach
• Managing the Bid Process
• Negotiation and Deal Structuring
• Due Diligence Management
• Regulatory and Compliance Guidance
• Transaction Closing
• Post-Sale Transition Support

 info@bmaxbrokers.com  |   403-249-2269
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Community Climate 
Conversations at BRCA Hall

Unlock Your Dream  
Home Now!
Low Rates, 
Fast Approval, 
Big Savings!  
Don’t Wait – Act Today!

Licensed by Avenue Financial

403-771-8771
anita@anitamortgage.caANITA

YOUR CITY OF CALGARY

Collection Days Are Changing  
in April
by The City of Calgary

Starting April 22, many Calgary households will see blue, 
black, or green cart pick-up days moving to improve 
routes. These updates also align with the return of  
city-wide weekly green cart collection. The new 
collection schedules will be available on calgary.ca/
cartschedule by April 8. Check your schedule to:

•	Find out whether your blue, black, or green cart  
pick-up day is changing.

•	Know when your weekly green cart begins.

Collection schedule changes update automatically if 
you have signed up for reminders.

Did you know that The City provides free reminders 
for your blue, black, and green cart pick-up days? All 
you need to do is sign up! When it’s time to put your 
carts out for collection, we’ll send you a reminder.  
When you sign up, you will get:

•	Instant access to your pick-up schedule.
•	Notifications about any changes to your collection 

schedule.
•	Useful tips for using your blue, green, and black carts.

It’s Easy!

Option 1: Go to calgary.ca/cartschedule.

•	Type your address in the search box to view your 
collection days.

•	Click on ‘Get a reminder’ to receive your preferred 
method. Choose to be notified by email, calendar, 
or phone, either the day before or the day of your 
collection.

Option 2: Download the Garbage Day App onto your 
phone.

•	Available on the App Store or Google Play.
•	Set notifications to remind you of your cart collection 

days.

Never miss another cart collection day again.
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Bridgeland-Riverside Annual 
Plant Share - May 25, 2025
Planting and growing season is upon us again! A 
little introductory information, my name is Lynda 
Valliere, retired from Petroleum Engineering, I am an 
accomplished events planner and proud to be living in 
Bridgeland for six years this coming June.

I was very happy to be accepted to the Beautification 
Committee in March last year, helping to plan and 
participate in their 2024 endeavours, plus, I am 
privileged to be organizing this year’s Plant Share on 
May 25, 2025. Deb Lee has handed me the reins after 
her seven years of dedication to this project - I hope 
I can fill your knowledgeable boots with another  
success Deb!

The Plant Share is a collaboration between BRCA’s 
Rooftop Garden Committee and its Beautification 
Committee. To quote Deb, from her description of it: 

“The purpose of the Plant Share has been to provide an 
opportunity to connect with others in the community 
in a neutral setting, to support people improving or 
starting their perennial garden for low costs... to learn 
more about gardening and the people who garden  
in Bridgeland.”

This sounds like a great purpose to me! On the morning 
of May 25, we will setup at the BRCA’s Rooftop Garden, 
917 Centre Ave NE. Please drop off your plants to share 
with your neighbours, between 10:30 to 11:00 am.

New This Year: Perennials, annuals, and houseplants 
will all be welcome.

To participate is easy: place each plant in a pot and mark 
its identity. Include helpful details such as active season, 
blooms, leaves, bark, height, spread, etc. That’s it! Once 
the volunteers have all the plants arranged, we will have 
the opportunity to ‘shop the Rooftop’ until 2:00 pm!

Even if you are just starting out and don’t yet have extras 
to leave, we hope you can find items to take with you for 
your new garden. Or simply come out for the company 
of fellow Bridgelanders!

Need Plants, Find Some - Have Plants, Leave Some!

Watch for reminders and more to come soon on social 

media, on the BRCA website, and the May Bridges 
newsletter. I can hardly wait to meet more neighbours 
and getting to know some of the Rooftop Garden 
committee members!

Any questions please contact our Beautification 
Committee at beautification@brcacalgary.org, or 
Rooftop Garden Committee at rooftopgarden@
brcacalary.org.
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ACQUIRE AND RETAIN NEW CUSTOMERS.
Your Ad Geofenced Precisely in Your Target Market  

on our Carefully Selected Network of Premium Sites.

Call 403-720-0762 | sales@greatnewsmedia.ca

GET NOTICED
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OFFICIAL PLUMBING & HEATING: Small company, 
low overhead, excellent warranties, and great rates. 
Specializing in residential service and installs. Services 
include furnace service and replacement, hot water tank 
service and replacement, leaks, clogs, gas fitting, and more. 
Licensed and insured. Why wait? Call today and get it fixed 
today! Available 24/7, we accept debit/VISA/MasterCard. 
Call 403-837-4023 or email info@officialplumbingheating.
ca; www.official-plumbing-heating.ca.

BRIDGELAND MORTGAGE BROKER: Save a bunch 
of cash! As a Calgary mortgage broker, I have helped 
your neighbors navigate their purchase, refinance, 
and renewal options. If you are looking for expert 
mortgage advice, excellent rates, many options, and 
better financing, Call Anita at 403-771-8771 | anita@
anitamortgage.ca | Licensed by Avenue Financial.

LANDSCAPING & WINDOW CLEANING: Weekly yard 
care starting at $39. Decorative mulch, rock, soil and sod 
installation. Window or gutter cleaning starting at $109; 
interior or exterior. Garden beds, stone patios, walkways 
and rock walls. Deck and fence builds, small concrete 
jobs and synthetic grass installation. A+ Member 
of BBB. Licensed and Insured. WCB. 403-265-4769 | 
YardBustersLandscaping.com.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CONFLICT? Community Mediation 
Calgary Society (CMCS) is a no-cost mediation and conflict 
coaching service that can help you resolve problems and 
restore peace! We help neighbours be neighbours again! 
www.communitymediation.ca, 403-269-2707.

For business classified ad rates contact Great News Media at  403-720-0762 or sales@greatnewsmedia.ca
BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

JOIN US! Want to add some volunteering, fellowship, 
and fun to your life? We are a ladies volunteer group 
with a focus on community service and supporting 
women’s health and wellness organizations in Calgary. 
For more information and contact information, check 
out our website at www.prairieroseprogressclub.ca or 
email info@prairieroseprogressclub.ca.

GUTTER DOCTOR: Home exterior services. We do 
eavestrough cleaning, repairs, and installation as well 
as downspouts, fascia, soffit, siding, roofing, cladding, 
leaf screens, heat cables, window washing and pressure 
washing. Local business for over 20 years with more than 
60,000 happy customers! Licensed, insured, and WCB. 
A+ rated BBB member. Multi award-winner. Quality work 
with a warranty! www.gutterdoctor.ca, 403-714-0711.

YOURS TRULY, JOHNNY DRYWALL: Your 
neighbourhood drywall and texture repair specialist! 
Having your Poly B replaced? Is now the time for drywall 
repair and/or texture repair? We can also repair other 
things associated with water leaks, or help with minor 
renovations. Call or text Brad at 403-771-5228.

•Gutters •Downspouts •Fascia  
• •Siding Soffit • •Cladding  Roofing  

•Gutter Cleaning

403-714-0711 • gutterdoctor.ca

•Gutters •Downspouts •Fascia  
• •Siding Soffit • •Cladding  Roofing  

•Gutter Cleaning

403-714-0711 • gutterdoctor.ca

Home exterior services. We do eavestrough cleaning, repairs, & 
installation as well as downspouts, fascia, soffit, siding, roofing, 
cladding, leaf screens, heat cables, power washing & window 

cleaning. Local business for over 20 years with more than  
60,000 happy customers! Licensed, insured, and WCB. A+ rated 
BBB member. Multi award-winner. Quality work with a warranty!

403-714-0711 
gutterdoctor.ca
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