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403-837-4023
info@officialplumbingheating.ca
official-plumbing-heating.ca

Plumbing Services
Furnace Install & Repair

Drain Cleaning
Boiler Install & Repair

Electrical
$50

Service Call Fee

We specialize in maximizing the sale 
value of businesses by attracting 
multiple offers from targeted, 
qualified buyers.

Services
• Preparation and Planning
• Valuation Analysis
• Marketing Strategy Development
• Preparation of Marketing Materials
• Target Buyer Identification and Outreach
• Managing the Bid Process
• Negotiation and Deal Structuring
• Due Diligence Management
• Regulatory and Compliance Guidance
• Transaction Closing
• Post-Sale Transition Support

 info@bmaxbrokers.com  |   403-249-2269

KIDS • TEENS • ADULTS
ALL LEVELS • NON-COMPETITIVE • PERFORMANCE DIVISION

ANNUAL & SESSIONAL CLASSES

WWW.FREEHOUSEDANCE.COM

2020 12th Ave NW
403-282-0555

 NEW
KIDS & ADULT

WINTER
CLASSES

!
JANUAR

Y-MARCH

REGISTR
ATION NOW OPEN

REASONABLY  

PRICED OPTION  

FOR OUR  

COMMUNITY
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CONTACT
Mailing Address: Box 65086, RPO North Hill Calgary, AB, T2N 4T6 
Board Room / Gym - 1922 – 14 Avenue NW
Parking: West of the Louise Riley Library, accessed via the library 
driveway. Hall/Gym is located NE of our parking lot, just across the 
soccer field.
Phone: 403-282-6634 
Email: admin@hh-bh.ca 
Beacon Submissions: beacon@hh-bh.ca 
Boardroom/Gym Bookings: bookings@hh-bh.ca 

For the latest news, programs and events, 
please visit our Official HH-BH Community 
Association website at www.hh-bh.ca. 

Like our Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/hhbhca

Follow us on X (Twitter) 
@hhbhca 

Have an idea for a great community program or 
event? Send your ideas to events@hh-bh.ca.

Hounsfield Heights – Briar Hill  
Community Association
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE POSITION NAME EMAIL PHONE

President Marsh, Jeff president@hh-bh.ca 

1st Vice President and Facilities Sammet, Gunter vp@hh-bh.ca

2nd Vice President Wong, Kin 2nd.vp@hh-bh.ca

Treasurer Winkler, Kathryn treasurer@hh-bh.ca

Secretary Falconi, Sandra secretary@hh-bh.ca

Land Use Director Atkinson, Elizabeth land.use@hh-bh.ca

Communications Falconi, Sandra communications@hh-bh.ca 

Education Director Roessingh, Hetty education@hh-bh.ca

Events Planning Director Vacant events@hh-bh.ca

Programs Director Vacant programs@hh-bh.ca

Community Safety Director LeGrandeur, Michelle community.safety@hh-bh.ca

IT Director Wong, Kin it@hh-bh.ca 

Executive Director Noonan, Val executive.director@hhbh.ca 403-282-6634

PROGRAM COORDINATORS

Indoor Soccer Cumming, Darcy indoor.soccer@hh-bh.ca

Outdoor Soccer Vacant outdoor.soccer@hh-bh.ca

Youth Badminton Vacant badminton@hh-bh.ca

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Louise Riley Library Thomson, Allison
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MEMBERSHIPS
Your annual membership is good through July 31, 2025 and entitles you and your family to
participate in a variety of different community programs and activities. The cost is only $20

annually per family/household or $10 for seniors, including GST.

MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Your annual membership is good through July 31, 2016 and entitles you and your family to 
participate in a variety of different community programs and activities.  The cost is only $20 
annually per family/household or $10 for seniors, including GST.  Simply fill out this form & mail 
it in.   
 

HOUNSFIELD HEIGHTS – BRIAR HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

   
Family Name(s):   
First Name - Adults: 1. 2.  
First Name - Children: 
 

  
 

Address:  Postal Code:   
Home Phone:   
Email:   

Would you like to receive the newsletter and other 
announcements by email? 

yes □   no  □          

  
I would be interested in volunteering for: Membership #   

□ Land Use □ Membership Drive  

□ Green Space/Reforestation □ Children’s Programs Annual membership (including 
GST) is :      

 

□ Fundraising □ Seniors’ Programs □ $20 per household         
 

 

□ Facilities/Ice Rink □ Sports Programs □ $10 for seniors   

□ Communications/Newsletter □ Social Activities 
  

□ Other  Paid by:    cash □   cheque □     

   
Send cheques payable to Hounsfield Heights-Briar Hill Community Association 

Box 65086 RPO North Hill, Calgary  AB   T2N 4T6 
 

  
Privacy Consent: By providing the personal information on this form you are consenting to HH-BH Community 
Association’s collection and use of that information for the purposes of providing you a membership in the community 
association.  This information will be stored in a database of community members for the sole use of the Association.  
The Association will not sell, barter or lease membership lists or information. We may retain this information until nine 
months after expiry date of the membership. 

            Valid through July 31 2025

Membership Application 2024-25
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Vision
A peaceful, central, residential 
community with friendly neighbours 
connected through vibrant public 
space and activities.

Mission
Inspire and support residents to build our community 
together through volunteering, social and 
recreational activities, and partnerships.

VISION AND MISSION

9-1-1 
Emergency (24-Hour)

For EMERGENCY medical, fire 
and police response.
Call the non-emergency 
police line at 403-266-1234 
to report an incident that is 
not an emergency.

8-1-1
Health Link (24-Hour)

Health advice (including 
dementia advice) from a 
registered nurse.

3-1-1
City of Calgary (24-Hour)

Information on all City of 
Calgary services.
www.calgary.ca

2-1-1
Community Resources 
(24-Hour)

Information and referrals 
for community and social 
services.
www.ab.211.ca

403-SENIORS (403-736-4677) 
The Way In

Information, advice and help
accessing programs and
benefits for older adults.

403-266-HELP (403-266-4357)
Distress Centre and
SeniorConnect (24-Hour)

Crisis support and urgent 
social work response 
(including if you are 
concerned about a senior
at risk in the community).

403-943-1500
Access Mental Health

Non-urgent advice on
navigating the addiction and
mental health system.

403-705-3250
Elder Abuse Resource Line
(24-Hour)

Confidential information and 
support, or to report a
suspected case of elder 
abuse.

Age-Friendly Calgary 

Essential numbers  
for seniors in Calgary

Telephone language interpretation service available on all lines.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed within any published 
article, report, or submission reflect those of the author and 
should not be considered to reflect those of Great News 
Media or the Community and/or Residents’ Association. 
The information contained in this newsletter is believed to 
be accurate but is not warranted to be so. 

Great News Media and the Community and/or Residents’ 
Association do not endorse any person or persons 
advertising in this newsletter. Publication of any 
advertisements should not be considered an endorsement 
of any goods or services.

Unlock 
Your Dream 
Home Now!
Low Rates, 

Fast Approval, 

Big Savings!  

Don’t Wait – Act Today!

Licensed by Avenue Financial

403-771-8771
anita@anitamortgage.caANITA
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Another Ice Age effect was exposing the Bering land 
bridge linking Eurasia and Alaska. About 14,000 years 
ago, several thousand hunter-gatherers crossed over, 
probably following woolly mammoth herds. They spread 
out across the Americas, which we’ll explore next month.

*All copyright images cannot be shared without  
prior permission.

Celebrating Calgary 150 - 
Calgary’s Prehistory
by Anthony Imbrogno (The Calgary Heritage Initiative 
Society/Heritage Inspires YYC) 

2025 is Calgary’s 150th anniversary! We’re writing 12 
articles on the different eras of Calgary’s history.

Let’s start at the beginning, not quite the Big Bang but 
the Dinosaur Age, when Alberta lay underneath the 
Western Interior Seaway. Alongside the newly forming 
Rocky Mountains was a lush coastline of tropical forests 
and wetlands.

The land was inhabited by creatures like the duck-billed 
Edmontosaurus, which was hunted by Albertosaurus. 
The warm and shallow sea was full of marine life like 
plesiosaurs, sharks, and giant fish.

Today, Drumheller is one of the world’s richest dinosaur 
study areas. You’ll see many fossils at the Royal Tyrrell 
Museum, Canada’s only museum dedicated to ancient life.

Besides their scientific value, fossils became the fuels  
that have driven our economy and technology. After 
millions of years, shells formed porous layers on the 
seafloor where organic sludge settled and became 
exposed to heat and pressure, forming oil and gas.

In Turner Valley in 1914, natural gas sprayed out of one 
wellbore. Then in 1947, the Leduc-Rimbey reef became 
famous for an oil strike that launched the province onto 
the world stage.

On the Kainai Reserve southwest of Lethbridge, some 
ancient life turned into large deposits of iridescent 
shells, called ammolite. It’s also called iniskim (“buffalo 
stone”), since according to Indigenous legend the first 
stone saved people from starvation. Ammolite became 
Alberta’s official gemstone in 2022.

Fast forward to the last Ice Age, when 3-kilometer-thick 
ice sheets covered 97% of Canada. Then the sheets 
melted, leaving markers all throughout Alberta. The 
Prince of Wales Hotel in Waterton sits atop a kame, an 
irregularly shaped hill formed from ice sheet movements.

Another sign of glaciation are erratics, massive rocks 
seemingly placed at random. The growing ice sheets 
carried rocks and then left them behind when the ice 
melted. The largest is Big Rock near Okotoks, meaning 
“rock” in the Blackfoot language.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Map_of_North_America_with_the_
Western_Interior_Seaway_during_the_
Campanian_(Upper_Cretaceous).png. Map 
of North America with the Western Interior 
Seaway during the Upper Cretaceous (∼75 
million years ago). Scott D. Sampson, et. al., 
2010, via Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International license.

https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-
management/2R3BF1OGEZCA. “Prince 
of Wales Hotel, Waterton, Alberta.”, [ca. 
1930s], (CU195616) by Unknown. Courtesy 
of Glenbow Library and Archives Collection, 
Libraries and Cultural Resources Digital 
Collections, University of Calgary.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Placenticeras_meeki_Mus%C3%A9e_
des_Confluences_18102015_3.jpg. 
Placenticeras meeki, an ammonite species 
from the Cretaceous, 80 million years old. 
Origin: Alberta. Displayed at the Musée des 
Confluences, Lyon, France. Photo by Vassil, 
via Creative Commons CC0 1.0 Universal 
Public Domain Dedication.

https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-
management/2R340823F8XA?WS=SearchR
esults. “General view of Drumheller, Alberta.”, 
[ca. 1920], (CU2225613) by Unknown. 
Courtesy of Glenbow Library and Archives 
Collection, Libraries and Cultural Resources 
Digital Collections, University of Calgary.

https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/
asset-management/2R3BF1FFF44H. “Big 
rock, Okotoks, Alberta.”, [ca. 1914-1917], 
(CU1134749) by Unknown. Courtesy of 
Glenbow Library and Archives Collection, 
Libraries and Cultural Resources Digital 
Collections, University of Calgary.

https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-
management/2R3BF1FF3GTC?WS=SearchR
esults. “Drillers at Dingman #1 well (Calgary 
Petroleum Products #1), Turner Valley, 
Alberta.”, [ca. 1914-1917], (CU1134494) by 
Unknown. Courtesy of Glenbow Library and 
Archives Collection, Libraries and Cultural 
Resources Digital Collections, University of 
Calgary. Drillers at Dingman #1 well (Calgary 
Petroleum Products #1), Turner Valley, 
Alberta. Martin Hovis, head driller, on far left.

https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-
management/2R3BF1SV2NPT?WS=Searc
hResults. “Black Looking’s tipi, Lethbridge, 
Alberta.”, 1910, (CU1174949) by Rafton-
Canning, Arthur. Courtesy of Glenbow 
Library and Archives Collection, Libraries 
and Cultural Resources Digital Collections, 
University of Calgary.

HERITAGE STORIES
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The Art of Finding Work - 
Jobseekers: Introduce Yourself 
with Style
by Nick Kossovan

Years ago, I attended a dinner party at which a 
relationship therapist was present. We were twelve, 
and some of us had never met. As you've probably 
experienced when attending a gathering, there's 
a tendency to split into pairs or trios, resulting in 
fragmented discussions. However, the relationship 
therapist took control by asking everyone at the table: 
“What's on your unofficial résumé? I'm a relationship 
therapist with a private practice. I enjoy hearing people's 
stories and how they got to where they are today.” 

Not 
• “How you're doing?”
• “What do you do for a living?”
• “How do you know Jackie and Nunzio [our hosts]?”

Her question probed deep, and all eyes were on her. 
How she introduced herself was an education in 
making a memorable introduction by being interesting 
and interested.

More impressive, while fictional, is how James Bond 
introduces himself to a glamourous woman, Sylvia 
Trench, and subsequently to the movie viewer, who's 
going head-to-head with him while playing chemin de 
fer at one of London's finest clubs, Les Ambassadeurs.

Bond: I admire your courage, Miss...?
Sylvia: Trench... Sylvia Trench... and I admire your luck, 
Mr...?
Bond: Bond... James Bond. 

Of course, there's much more to this scene, such as 
Bond's playful mirroring of “Trench... Silvia Trench.” 
After Sylvia loses her next hand, a man taps Bond on 
the shoulder, and Bond politely excuses himself. While 
walking to the front door, he arranges dinner with Sylvia 
and casually tips the doorman as we see on Sylvia's face, 
“Who is this man?” At no time does Bond linger.

I bring up the opening scene of the first Bond film, Dr. 
No (1962), because in under two minutes, you know 

everything you need to know about James Bond: smooth, 
debonair, supremely self-confident, and risk-taking. 

It's an art to introduce yourself in such a way that the 
other person wants to learn more about you, an art well 
worth learning. Whenever you meet someone for the 
first time, at a dinner party, the person you're paired up 
to play golf with, a new neighbour and especially your 
interviewer, how you introduce yourself is everything!

Are you introducing yourself as effectively as Bond or as 
memorable as the relationship therapist, cutting to the 
essence of who you are? 

Most people are bad at introducing themselves—
fumbling, rambling, and underselling themselves—
even more so, thanks to social media eroding social 
skills. This is a problem. Like it or not, the first impression 
we make makes or break opportunities. 

Being aware of what you're projecting about yourself is 
the first step in formulating an introduction that makes 
you interesting and, therefore, memorable so the other 
person is compelled to learn more about you.

Don't Get “Lumped In”
When introducing themselves, people usually state 
their title and workplace. Wrong! When you say, 
“I'm an accountant for Wayne Enterprises,” the other 
person immediately lumps you into their preconceived 
notion(s) of what you do and whom you work for. 
Engage their imagination instead.

Bad: “I'm a software engineer at Yoyodyne.”

Good: “I build tools for venture capitalists at a quirky 
startup called Yoyodyne; it's been a great ride so far! 
Technically, I am an engineer; therefore, I find myself 
dealing with product and design work, which I've 
discovered I'm good at.”

Tell A Micro-Story
If you want to make a memorable introduction, 
introduce yourself in the form of a story. Storytelling is 
how humans learn because stories are mentally sticky.

Bad: “I moved to Toronto for work. I'm a project manager 
at BXJ Technologies.”

This introduction is boring because most (hand-raised) 
people in Toronto moved to Toronto for work. 

RESIDENT PERSPECTIVES
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Good: “I'm a bit of a third culture kid. I grew up in 
Singapore and London, which explains my accent. I 
moved to Toronto to experience new energy. Ultimately, 
I fell in love with project management, Cabano's 
Cheeseburgers and Toronto's bubbly art scene.”

Consider “Hooks”
Ideally, your introduction should lead to a meaningful 
conversation; therefore, try to fill your introduction story 
with a hook, such as a unique experience, an interesting 
fact or a comparison—a great way to create a visual—to 
arouse interest and spark a conversation. 

Bad: “I'm a financial lawyer.” 

Good: “Have you seen the movie Dark Waters about the 
guy who took Dupont to court for millions of dollars? 
Well, I'm like that guy, only less stressed and famous, 
and I work for a bank.”

Highlight Your Unique Journey
Everyone has a story. Introducing what makes yours 
unique will make you interesting and memorable. 

Most likely, like me, you've had an unconventional 
career path: 

“Believe it or not, I began my career as a barista. 
Pouring coffee gave me considerable experience in 
customer service and time efficiency. With those skills, 
I now manage St. Eligius Hospital's administration 
staff, ensuring the inpatient experience is as stress-free 
as possible.”

Consider weaving into your introduction: 
• Countries or cities you've lived in: “I've called three 

continents home...”
• An unusual hobby: “When I'm not crunching numbers, 

I'm usually rock climbing...”
• Volunteer experience: “I spend my weekends...”
• An unexpected skill: “My theatre experience often 

proves useful in board meetings...”

To have your pet featured, email news@mycalgary.com

Bear, Palliser Buster, Hamptons

Luka, Kiba, Shinji, and Von, Shawnessy

Lizzy, Huntington Hills Mirabella,  
Lower Mount Royal

Poupie, Deer Run Toby, Douglasdale
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YOUR CITY OF CALGARY

Chill Downtown This Winter!
by the City of Calgary

Chill downtown this winter and experience the beauty 
the season has to offer. Whether you’re looking to 
sip hot cocoa, enjoy a downtown winter festival like 
Chinook Blast, master your skating skills, or simply 
soak in the festive atmosphere, there’s something for 
everyone. Grab your mittens, gather your friends, and 
prepare for a season filled with twinkling lights, mouth-
watering treats, and fun events that will warm you up 
from the inside out!

As downtown continues to transform, The City along 
with its partners are proud to offer a wide variety of 
activities and entertainment, with the goal of becoming 
a 24/7 destination where people live, work, learn, and 
play all year long. To ensure Calgarians and visitors know 
what’s happening downtown and to help plan your day, 
we’ve created Choose Your Own Downtown Adventure 
Itineraries. With a new itinerary released each month 
until March, you’ll have fun and unique ideas at your 
fingertips to help plan your downtown outing.

Embrace the season and chill downtown this winter. 
Ready, set, explore! To learn more about the Choose 
Your Own Downtown Adventure Itineraries and other 
exciting events and activations happening downtown, 
visit calgary.ca/exploredowntown.

by Anne Burke

Alberta’s Provincial Parks Act, introduced in 1930 and 
amended in 2000, provides for preservation of provincial 
parks, wildland parks, and provincial recreation areas to 
benefit current and future generations. There are rules 
and regulations about certain activities and restrictions. 
Important sites for conservation management are 
the Wilderness Areas, Ecological Reserves, Natural 
Areas, and Heritage Rangelands. More information at 
https://albertaparks.ca/.

The original Plan for Parks (2009-2019) is archived 
online. A new Plan for Parks: Engagement guide and 
fact sheet were posted. The first phase of engagement 
collected feedback from Albertans to inform a Plan. 
In the second phase, Albertans review the draft and 
provide input. The proposed vision statement has 
added cultural benefits and Indigenous reconciliation. 
There may be additional fees, some partner groups, 
increased tourism, recreation, and campgrounds. 

An Online Survey asked how often you visit parks, 
what do you most value, what will Alberta Parks look 
like 100 years from now? If you agree that Albertans 
should be informed and engaged in park issues, what 
ways are important to you: a) increase opportunities to 
provide input into decision making for provincial parks; 
b) establish clear deliverables and milestones in the 
new ten-year Plan for Parks; c) consistently report on 
progress and achievement? 

Since Parks conserve nature and connect people with 
nature, providing access to a variety of nature-based 
experiences will be important, so that building an 
appreciation for natural values is a key priority. Which 
of the following options would you support? a) create 
more parks to increase conservation and nature access; 
b) collaborate to improve how information about 
conservation activities in parks is shared; c) expand 
interpretive and educational programs to inform and 
inspire visitors; d) add volunteer opportunities to 
promote hands-on nature and conservation education. 

News from the
Friends of Nose Hill
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TAKE ON WELLNESS

Understanding Mental Health
by Alberta Health Services

Mental Health is complicated. There are many ways 
to talk about it and it can get confusing. To better 
understand, Mental Health Literacy developed a tool 
known as “the pyramid” that consists of four layers. The 
base of the pyramid is the largest, which is related to 
the number of individuals in this state. Therefore, as the 
pyramid gets smaller so does the amount of people 
who may experience this state. Let’s take a closer look at 
what the four levels of the pyramid are:

1. No Distress, Problem, or Disorder
This is the bottom level and the largest of the pyramid. 
This is when everything is okay, and you are not 
experiencing any mental distress, problems, or disorders.

2. Mental Distress
The next layer up is mental distress. Distress releases 
a signal from our brain indicating the need to adapt to 
our environment and that there is a problem to solve. 
Triggers of distress are unavoidable, but the process is 
necessary for life-skills promoting and building resilience. 
An example is having an argument with your boss; once 
you figure out a solution the mental distress goes away.

3. Mental Health Problem
The layer second from the top is mental health problems 
which is an indicator that we are having difficulties 
and may need external help such as counselling or 
community support. This can arise from a stressor of 
great amount, such as the death of a loved one.

4. Mental Disorder/Illness
Located at the top of the pyramid is mental illness. 
This occurs when there is disruption in usual brain 
functioning. This disruption is the result of our genes 
and our environment from the time of conception and 
throughout the lifespan. Examples of this can be the 
diagnosis of ADHD, clinical depression, and anxiety.

Now that we have a better understanding of these 
terms, here are everyday things you can do for your 
mental health, also known as the Big Five to Thrive!

• Exercise: This could be a walk in the community or a 
session at the gym.

• Sleep: The optimal amount needed varies for everyone. 
Put away your phone and snuggle up for a good 
night’s sleep.

• Supportive Relationships: Develop and maintain 
positive relationships with family, friends, and 
community. Surround yourself with those who lift 
you up.

• Nutrition: Incorporate healthy foods that are easy to 
make and taste great!

• Helping Others: Get involved in your community 
coalitions or volunteer with local charities.

It has been shown that improving even one of these 
areas can improve the other areas. Consider steps that 
are practical for you to better your mental health!
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Photo Gallery
by Jirapan Nilmanee (Mik)



OFFICIAL PLUMBING & HEATING: Small company, 
low overhead, excellent warranties, and great rates. 
Specializing in residential service and installs. Services 
include furnace service and replacement, hot water tank 
service and replacement, leaks, clogs, gas fitting, and more. 
Licensed and insured. Why wait? Call today and get it fixed 
today! Available 24/7, we accept debit/VISA/MasterCard. 
Call 403-837-4023 or email info@officialplumbingheating.
ca; www.official-plumbing-heating.ca.

HOUNSFIELD HEIGHTS | BRIAR HILL MORTGAGE 
BROKER: Save a bunch of cash! As a Calgary mortgage 
broker, I have helped your neighbors navigate their 
purchase, refinance, and renewal options. If you are 
looking for expert mortgage advice, excellent rates, many 
options, and better financing, Call Anita at 403-771-8771 | 
anita@anitamortgage.ca | Licensed by Avenue Financial.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CONFLICT? Community Mediation 
Calgary Society (CMCS) is a no-cost mediation and 
conflict coaching service that can help you resolve 
problems and restore peace! We help neighbours 
be neighbours again! www.communitymediation.ca, 
403-269-2707.

BUSINESS 
CLASSIFIEDS

For business classified ad rates contact Great News Media 
at  403-720-0762 or sales@greatnewsmedia.caRemembering Zhou

Video games have become a popular pastime for many 
Canadians, offering entertainment and a sense of 
community. However, as with any activity, moderation 
is key.

A teenager in our community passed away in October 
in a suspected case of extreme exhaustion brought 
on by excessive and prolonged gaming. His name was 
Zhou, and he was a high-achieving student with a  
secret problem.

Video game fatigue occurs when individuals spend 
excessive amounts of time playing video games, leading 
to physical and mental exhaustion. This phenomenon 
is particularly concerning among our youth, who are 
more susceptible to its effects. The symptoms of video 
game fatigue can range from eye strain and headaches 
to more severe issues such as sleep disturbances and 
decreased academic performance.

Video game fatigue has a big impact on physical health. 
Prolonged gaming sessions often result in poor posture, 
leading to musculoskeletal problems. Additionally, the 
sedentary nature of gaming can contribute to obesity 
and related health issues. It is crucial for gamers to 
take regular breaks, engage in physical activities, and 
maintain a balanced lifestyle.

Mental health is another area of concern. Excessive 
gaming can lead to increased stress, anxiety, and  
even depression.

If you are having difficulty disconnecting, visit the  
www.gamequitters.com website for tips and help. 
Ignoring the problem won’t make it go away.

Parents and guardians play a vital role in mitigating 
the risks by setting limits on screen time, encouraging 
outdoor activities, and fostering open communication 
about the potential dangers of excessive gaming. 
Schools and community organizations can also 
contribute by promoting awareness and providing 
resources to support healthy gaming habits.

Let’s remember Zhou and help raise awareness about 
this growing health problem. Gaming can be a fun 
activity, but it is important that it is just part of a healthy 
life, not a way of life.

Calgary Confederation
Len Webber, MP
2020 – 10 St NW 
Calgary, AB T2M 3M2

  403-220-0888  
  len.webber@parl.gc.ca
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RECIPE

Tortellini and Spinach Soup
by Jennifer Puri

Tortellini is an Italian bite-sized pasta which is stuffed 
with ricotta or parmesan cheese, pork, sausage, dried 
mushrooms, herbs, and vegetables.

This ring-shaped pasta is traditionally served in a broth, 
but tomato, mushroom, and meat sauces are also 
popular. Italy is recognized for its food culture and the 
work of rolling out the dough evenly and then cutting it 
into small squares, followed by the stuffing and shaping 
of the tiny tortellini which is an art in itself.

Tortellini and spinach soup is the perfect weeknight 
supper that can be enjoyed by every member of the 
family. It is delicious on its own or with a tossed salad 
and garlic or crusty bread.

Prep Time: 10 minutes

Cook Time: 15 minutes

Servings: 4 to 5

Ingredients:
• 1 package spinach or cheese stuffed tortellini (350 gm)
• 1 tbsp. olive oil
• 3 garlic cloves, finely chopped
• 1 small yellow onion, finely chopped
• 6 tbsp. tomato paste
• 3 cups fresh spinach leaves, stems removed
• 2 carrots, chopped
• 10 cups of low sodium chicken broth
• ½ tsp. ground black pepper
• Salt to taste
• 1 tsp. Italian seasoning
• 1 cup half and half cream

Garnish:
• Grated parmesan cheese
• Parsley leaves
• Red chili flakes (optional)

Directions:
• Place the olive oil, onion, garlic, and carrots in a 

medium size pot or Dutch oven. Sauté the vegetables 
until the onions are translucent, approximately 4 to  
5 minutes. 

• Add the tomato paste, Italian seasoning, salt, and 
pepper, stirring frequently. Next add the broth and 
bring to a boil. Add tortellini and cook until the 
tortellini is al dente, about 5 minutes.

• Reduce heat to low and gently add the half and half 
cream and the spinach leaves and continue to simmer 
for a couple of minutes or until spinach leaves are 
wilted and then remove from heat.

• Ladle the soup into bowls and garnish with 
grated parmesan cheese, parsley leaves, and chili  
flakes (optional).

Note: 
• Leftover soup can be stored in an airtight container 

and refrigerated for up to three days.
• Vegetarians can substitute the chicken broth with 

vegetable broth.

Bon Appétit!
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Across

1. Ice-hockey player and co-founder of a popular 
restaurant franchise, Miles Gilbert “Tim” _________,  
was born on January 12, 1930, in Cochrane, Ontario.

7. World __________ Day on January 4 marks 
awareness of a form of communication for blind and  
visually impaired people.

10. On January 2, 2010, American singer-songwriter 
__________’s debut single, “TiK ToK,” reached number 
one on the Billboard Hot 100.

11. This iconic Aretha became the first female artist 
to be inducted in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame on  
January 3, 1987.

12. This TV series first premiered on January 12, 1966, 
starring Adam West as the titular character and tells the 
story of a superhero who fights crime in Gotham City.

13. Legendary comedian, Jim __________, was born  
on January 17, 1962, in Newmarket, Ontario.

14. Disney’s popular TV movie, High School Musical, 
premiered on January 20, 2006, starring Zac Efron, 
Ashley Tisdale, and Vanessa __________.

Down

2. Franklin D. __________ was sworn in for his fourth 
term as US President on January 20, 1945, becoming  
the only US President to do so.

3. Romance novel, Call Me by Your Name, by André 
Aciman, was published on January 23, 2007, and later 
became a film starring Timothée __________.

4. On January 7, 1610, Galileo Galilei discovered the 
first three moons of this planet – the largest in our  
solar system.

5. British actress and singer, Cynthia Erivo, who plays 
__________ in Wicked, was born on January 8, 1987.

6. Steve __________ and Steve Jobs officially 
incorporated Apple Computer, Inc. on January 3, 1977, 
in California.

8. “Wedding March”, composed by Felix __________, 
was first played at the wedding of Princess Victoria and 
Prince Frederick William of Prussia on January 25, 1858.

9. The first Winter Olympic Games officially opened  
on January 25, 1924, in Chamonix, __________.

January Crossword

Visit bit.ly/mycalgary 
answers or scan 

the QR code for the 
answers
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3901 17 Street SW
List Price: $1,667,500
MLS #A2167136
Located near schools, parks & vibrant amenities, this custom-built 
home features sleek finishings, a rare triple garage & an illegal 
two-bedroom basement suite for added flexibility—a unique find.
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111 Woodland Lane
List Price: $2,999,900
Heartfelt congratulations to my amazing clients on the successful 
sale of another beautiful home!

PRIC
E 

REDUCED

2031 Bowness Road NW
List Price: $1,449,900
Warmest congratulations to a wonderful family on the successful 
sale of your home.

140 41 Avenue NW
List Price: $699,900
A big congratulations to my first-time homebuyers and second-
generation clients. It’s an honour to be part of your family’s journey again. 
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Wishing you a prosperous and inspiring 2025. Here’s to a new year filled with purpose and joy!

 403.850.2560
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